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Quick Links    
                                          

*Join the PA Alliance for FREE! 
*Request one of our Giant Maps for your school! 
*Map Library:  Online map library for classroom and personal use.  
*The Story of Pennsylvania:  Online lessons about PA history and 
geography (Need to create a FREE Versal account.) 
*National Geographic Teaching Resources - tools for every grade level! 
*Geography Awareness Week Resources- resources to help celebrate 
geography and our national parks  

 
 

 

PA Alliance News 

 
 

 

We Need Your Help!  

http://pageoalliance.org/members/how-to-become-a-member/
http://pageoalliance.org/giant-map-of-pa/
http://pageoalliance.org/resources/
https://versal.com/c/oeazxa/the-story-of-pennsylvania
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/teaching-resources/
http://nationalgeographic.org/education/programs/geographyawarenessweek/


  

 

The PA Alliance for Geographic Education wants to offer as many 
opportunities as possible for educators in Pennsylvania to learn about 
how to best present geographic content to their students.  Therefore, we 
need feedback from you regarding what you are looking for in the area of 
professional development.  Please take this short survey to help us help 
you!  Thank you so much for your valuable input!  

Professional Development Survey  
 

 
 

Geography Awareness Week 

K-12 Postcard Contest 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/CHRSWHZ


 

"Explore the Power of Parks" 

Entry deadline: October 28, 2016  

  

 

Our popular K-12 postcard contest is back! In celebration of the 100th 
anniversary of the National Park Service, this year's Geography 
Awareness Week theme is "Explore the Power of Parks".  The PA Alliance is 
excited to offer this opportunity for your K-12 students to learn more 
about public parks, whether they be national parks, state parks, or 
community parks. For specific instructions and the downloadable 
postcard template, click the button below.  It's always a highlight of our 
year to see the creativity of your students! If you have any questions, 
email Kristin at kmbyers@ship.edu.   

Postcard Contest  
 

 
 

http://nationalgeographic.org/education/programs/geographyawarenessweek/
mailto:kmbyers@ship.edu?subject=postcard%20contest
http://pageoalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/2016-GeoWeek-Postcard-Contest.pdf


 

Is Your School Registered? 

National Geographic Bee 

Early Bird Registration deadline: December 22, 2016  

  

 

The top 10 finalists in the 2016 National Geographic Bee enjoyed their interaction with 

CBS Sunday Morning correspondent and final round moderator, Mo Rocca.  

The National Geographic Bee is an annual competition organized by the 
National Geographic Society, designed to inspire  and reward students' 
curiosity about the world. Each year, thousands of schools across the 
United States participate in the National Geographic Bee, competing for 
college scholarships and the glory of being the National Geographic Bee 
Champion. 

Schools with students in grades four through eight are eligible for the 
National Geographic Bee, and any paid school employee can register 
their school online. The National Geographic Bee registration fee is $100 
per school until December 22, 2016, and $120 from December 23, 2016 



 

until registration ends on January 23, 2017. Schools needing financial 
support can complete a Registration Discount Request form available 
here. Click below to register your school for this exciting competition! 

Register Your School  
 

 
 

 

Great Interactive Resource! 

New National Geographic Giant PA Map! 

Invite one of our maps to your school!  

  

https://natgeosociety.wufoo.com/forms/z4a7p7b12xzpg2/
https://geobee-registration.nationalgeographic.com/


 

The PA Alliance for Geographic Education is excited to announce that 
National Geographic has designed and generously donated a State Giant 
Map of Pennsylvania to the PA Alliance.  This giant map (approximately 
22 x 14 feet) is FREE to use by teachers, museums, libraries, and other 
non-profit groups. It is accompanied by a trunk with several lessons and 
materials.  It complements our current Giant PA Traveling Map program 
and expands our outreach across the state.  You can learn more about 
this map and how to borrow it at the Giant Map of PA link below.   

Giant Map of PA  
 

 
 

 

November 16, 2016 

Central PA GIS Day 

HACC Midtown 2 Campus 
Harrisburg, PA  

 

http://pageoalliance.org/giant-map-of-pa/


 

The Central PA GIS Day will take place on November 16, 2016 at HACC 
Midtown 2 Campus in Harrisburg, PA from 9:00 am - 6:00 pm.  Bring your 
students for a day of learning and exploration about the world of 
Geographic Information Systems (GIS).  This event is FREE and offers a 
wealth of information about how GIS is used in a variety of settings.  Click 
below to register for this event.  

GIS Day Registration  
 

 
 

 

Professional Development 
Opportunities  

 
 

 

Colonial Williamsburg Workshop 

Mapping Revolution 

November 5-6, 2016 
Williamsburg, VA  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/central-pennsylvania-gis-day-tickets-26080169489


  

 

During this weekend workshop, discover how maps, prints, and other 
historic objects can be used as primary sources in the classroom. 
Explore in depth the exhibition "We Are One: Mapping the Road from 

Revolution to Independence" with museum educators and experts. 
Experience a behind-the-scenes tour of Colonial Williamsburg's historic 
area and meet people of the past as they bring to life the impact of 
changing political boundaries during the Revolutionary period. 
November 5-6, 2016 
Cost: $135 if you register before Oct. 7 
Open to teachers and adult learners of all ages.  

Mapping Revolution Registration  
 

 
 

https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.com/do/art-museums/wallace-museum/we-are-one/?from=home
https://www.colonialwilliamsburg.com/do/art-museums/wallace-museum/we-are-one/?from=home
http://www.cvent.com/events/mapping-revolution/event-summary-2573c4f5e1464cc8b1ea318b72176a42.aspx


 

PA Alliance Workshop 

Incorporating Spatial Thinking into the 
Grades 4-8 Classroom 

December 15, 2016  12:30-3:30 pm 
Lancaster/Lebanon IU  

 

 

Join us for an afternoon of exploration as we learn how to use various 
spatial tools, such as tabletop maps, giant floor maps, and other 
geography-related resources to help students develop their spatial 
thinking. Registration begins at 12:00 noon; session starts at 12:30 PM. 
Lunch is on your own.  Register here:  

Spatial Thinking Workshop  
 

https://www.mylearningplan.com/WebReg/ActivityProfile.asp?D=10019&I=2146078


 
 

 

National Endowment for the Humanities 
Summer Seminar for K-12 School Teachers 

Muslim American Identities, Then and Now 

July 9-28, 2017 
Indianapolis, IN  

  

 

What does it mean to be both Muslim and American? You are invited to 
explore this fascinating and important question next summer. You will 
read compelling texts and conduct engaging field trips as you study the 
diverse facets of Muslim American identity, both as grounded in the past 
and as experienced in the present. As an NEH Summer Scholar, you will 
reflect on and discuss 30 primary source documents and two major 
academic monographs, visit two mosques, and make a final presentation 
about how you will integrate teaching about Muslim Americans into your 
classroom. 
  
The application deadline is Wednesday, March 1, 2017 and notification 
will occur March 31, 2017. All participants receive a $2,700 stipend.  

More Information  
 

https://muslimamericanseminar.wordpress.com/


 
 

 

$1,000 Scholarships for Amazon Rainforest PD Workshop 

Educator Academy in the Amazon Rainforest + 
Machu Picchu 

July 1-11, 2017  

  

The July 1-11, 2017 Educator Academy in the Amazon Rainforest of Peru 
is a cross-curricular professional development workshop for K-12 formal 
and informal educators.  

• Participate in citizen science projects and inquiry based field 
studies on a 1/4-mile Rainforest Canopy Walkway in one of the 
most biologically diverse environments on the planet. 

• Spend a day in an Amazon village as you explore the complexities 
of sustainability and the role of education in creating a sustainable 
future for Amazon children. 

• Work with fellow educators to explore strategies for using the 
Amazon as a vehicle for incorporating STEM education, inquiry-



 

based learning, and sustainability science education into your 
classroom. 

  
PLT Certification, BirdSleuth resources and 50 Arizona State University 
PD Hours included. Academic Credit and Machu Picchu Extension 
optional.  $1000 scholarship deadline February 1, 2017.  With a 
scholarship, Academy program fees are $1395 + air.  Space is limited - 
Register early to secure your spot!  

Amazon Workshop  
 

 
 

 

Planning Ahead...  

 
 

 

Spring 2017 

BioBlitz Workshop 

Shippensburg University 

   

http://www.amazonworkshops.com/educator-academy.html


 

 

If you were not able to attend last year’s BioBlitz Workshop, the PA 
Alliance is planning on having one again in the spring of 2017 (Date to 
be determined).  Last year we supported over 20 different BioBlitz 
Events in Pennsylvania reaching well over 2500 students.  A BioBlitz is 
a fun outdoor activity which gets your students exploring the 
biodiversity of their schoolyard, home community, or local 
park.  Participating students become much more curious and 
observant of the world around them. On top of that, it is tons of 
fun!  Contact Jan Smith for more information at jssmit@ship.edu.  

 
 

 

June, 2017 

AP Human Geography Workshop 

Shippensburg University  

mailto:jssmit@ship.edu?subject=BioBlitz%20workshop


  

 

Come join other Pennsylvania and Maryland AP Human Geography 
teachers for a one-day workshop focusing on the major components of 
the AP Human Geography Curriculum.  This workshop is for experienced 
and novice APHG teachers.  Contact Jan Smith for more information 
at jssmit@ship.edu.  

 
 

 

June 2017 

Thinking Spatially about Pennsylvania  

Shippensburg University 

   

 

 

 

Plan to attend this two-day professional development workshop 
specifically geared toward teachers grades K-5. The workshop will 
introduce various was to integrate spatial thinking into your current 
curriculum.  Additionally, teachers will get to experience both giant maps 

mailto:jssmit@ship.edu?subject=AP%20Human%20Geography%20workshop


 

of Pennsylvania and explore various resources designed to get 
elementary students to think about spatial relationships.  Contact Jan 
Smith for more information at  jssmit@ship.edu  .   

 
 

 

Join the PA Alliance for Geographic Education 
at Statewide Professional Meetings  

 

 

PA Council for the Social Studies in Harrisburg October 21, 2016.  For 
more information:  

PCSS Conference  
 

 
 

 

 

PA Middle Level Educators in State College February 26-28, 2017.  For 
more information:  

mailto:jssmit@ship.edu?subject=Thinking%20Spatially%20about%20PA%20workshop
http://pcssonline.org/63rd-annual-pcss-conference/


PAMLE Conference  
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Oct. 28        Postcard Contest Entry Deadline 

Nov. 16       GIS Day 

Nov. 13-19  Geography Awareness Week 
Dec. 15        Incorporating Spatial Thinking Workshop  

 

 

 

 

Our Mission: 
The Pennsylvania Alliance for 
Geographic Education prepares 
global citizens and caretakers of 
Earth in an ever-changing and 
interconnected world by fostering 
geographic literacy and spatial 
thinking among teachers and 
students in Pennsylvania.  
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